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The Mercator having fully proved,that the Trade to France always was to our Advantage, 
undertakes now to prove,that it will be fo for the future more than ever. | 

To this purpole, he lays down two general Heads to argue from: | 

i. That if the Treaty takes place, our Importations from France fball be lefs than ever. 


2s That our Exportations 


all be more than ever. 


The Treachery and Abfurdity of the Oppofers in depreciating their own Country, and pretend- 
ing, that the French can make our Manufattares as well as we; and work thenper thar 
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Both thefe proved to be Party-Forgeries, and {candalonfly falfes 





laid down a general Head, which he undertook to 
prove ; (viz.) That the Trade to France was always 
carried on to the Advantage of this Kingdom. 

It is his Opinion, that he has fully proved this Affer- 
tion; and the Satisfaétion this has. given to abundance, 
who were doubtful before, is fuch a Teftimony of ir, 
that he lays no firefs in the leaft on the Difpleafure of 
thofe,who oppofe it: nor are all the Attempts of that 
kind,which they have made hitherto; of any effect, but 
to expofe themfelves. , 

The MERCATOR therefore leaving that to the 
Judgment of the impartial part of the Nation, has now 
two other Generals to propofe, which will offend thefe 
People as much as the other, and which yet he under- 
takes to prove and make out fo plain, as that no fair 
unprepiiere Man fhall difpute them. 

1. That if the Treaty of Commerce takes place, our 
Importations from France fhall always be lefs: And, 

2. That our Exportations to France fhall always be 
more than ever they were before. 

This is a clear way of Arguing; and the MERC A- 
TOR undertakes to make it appear as plainly, as any 
thing that is yet to come can be, ( viz.) That by all 
humari ways of Reafoning it will and muft be fo: As 
for Cafualities, Plagues, Famine, War, and the like 
National Galamitics, which obftrué& Commerte, they 
muft be always excepted. 

To come direétly to the Point, for this is not a time 
for Circumlocutions and multiplying Words, wexbegin 
with the laft, ( viz.) That our Exportations to France 
fhall be more than ever. And the firft Reafon to be gi- 
ven for this, is founded in the Treaty it felf, (viz.) be- 
caufe by the Treaty,all the high Duties on our Goods,as 
well Woollen Manufaétures,as other Englifh Goods in 
France, are to be taken off, Broad-cloth and Serges on- 
ly excepted, and thofe to be very much abated. This 
taking off the Duties, lowers the Price of them im 


I the beginning of this Work,the MERCATOR 


France ; that lowering the Price, muft encreafe the 
Demand for them, by all the Rules that éver Trade can 
be judged by; the Demand encreafing then, our Ex- 
hy muft encreafe alfo, and that is the Point in 
ate. , 

In farther arguing upon this Head, the MERC A- 
TOR thall prove and expretly fet down to you,what 
the prefent Duties on sour Manufactures are in France, 
and what they are to be by the. Treaty, that we ma 
come to a Certainty, how much out Goods fhall be 
cheaper than they now are in Frante, that fo every otie 
may know, and may judge, whether the Abatement is 
confiderable enough to make the Eacreafe of Importa- 
tion, which we now fpeak of reafonable: And in doin 
this, had the Oppofers of this Treaty any Modefty, they 
would be afhamed of the many falfe and abfurd things, 
which they have amufed and deceived the poor Peo fe 
of this Nation with: And if they are not afhamed of 
Impofing fo upon the People, the MERCATOR 
undertakes to make the People afham’d of them for it} 
and that in a little while: Thefe Reports are fuch, as 
thefe, ( viz.) 1. That our Manufactures are net to be 
allowed to be carried into France. 2. That the whole 
Woollen Manufa€ture is excepted in the Claufe of Re- 
ducing the Daties: 3. That our Wooll is to be Expor- 


ted Unwrought, 4. That we can carry our Woollen | 


Manufaétures but to four Ports; and the like. But be- 
fides thefe, which are too grofs to need {peaking to, the 
main is, that the French out-do us in ofr own Manu- 
tatures. Now the MERC'ATOR undertakes to 
prove, that all the Pretences of the French imitating 
our Manufa¢tures f0,as to out-do us, or not to fland in 
need of ours, is a meer Forgery, a Party-Fiction, raifed 
with a wicked Defign to enflame our People againft the 
Bill, and to ferve a Turn, and done alfo without any 
Regard to the Honour and Intereft of our Trade, which. 
they are not afhamed to depreciate and run down, as if 
they were willing to have it be fo, and would have our 
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Neate Krench } which horrid Abufe and fcandalous*Sugge- 

teeftion, the MERCATOR fhall prove to be talfe and 
a yidiculous out of the very Mouths of the French them- 
felves, and by the Prattice of thofe very People, who 
are not afhamd to fay ir. 

Next, The MERCATOR fhall prove, to their 
Confufion, that the pretence of the Rend working 
Cheaper than the Englifh, and thereby being able to 
Underfell us, is an abominable Falfiry, raifed by a 
Party, who are not afhamed to propagate their Wicked 
Defigns, at the Expence of the Trading Reputation of 
their Native Country, and who are therein as much 
Traytors to the Publick Profperity, as thofe,that would 
Invade us,are to its Peace. This Affront to the People 
| of England, the MERCATOR hall expofe, as it 
i] deferves; and fhall prove, to the Honour of our Trade, 
| fiom good Judges, and daily Experience, that fetting 
1 the Goodnefs of the Work in the Scale againit the 
1 Wages, the Englifh Manufacturers work Cheaper than 

i any Nation in the World; and that comparing the 
| Goodnefs of cur Manufacture with the Price, it is at 
VW this time the Cheapeft of any Woollen Manufacture 
i in the World. 
| i As thefe are material Truths, and abfolutely necef- 

fary to be cleared up, the MERCATOR Challenges 

| all the Oppofers of the Treaty, if they dare own the 
Slanders they have raifed upon their Country, to 
| roduce any one Teflimony of a Manufatture made in 

i ance in imitation of the Englifh Manufature ; and 

: let them come to the Teft of Goodnefs and Price, and 

" fhew them to Men of Judgment. 

i let us fee their Dogs-Hair Broad-Cloth; their Rough 
| ha'{-dreft Druggets; thei Unborn Dozens ; their Cab- 
1 bave-Net Bays, and let them be match with the Englifh 
| Goods of the fame Denomination. | 

Let them produce their fine Spanifh Cloths, as they 
would call them, ler them be weigh’d againit the En- 
glifh, for it is not a fine Outfide muft determine it, tho’ 
i even in the Outfide they cannot match us, but let them 
ie ‘weigh the piece of Cloth, let the Subftance of it be 

handled ; then let them tell us ,what the Cheapnefs of 





them avails againft the Goodnefs; and let thele Tray- 
i tors to their Countries Commerce ftand forth, and 
4, fhew us,wherein they come up to the Englifh Manu- 
# 
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faftures, and what onc fort ef Goods they make like 


Englifhman, may be true; that they may live on an 
Onion, and a draught of Water, a bunch of Grapes, 


| 
| , 


re , ’ 7 o 
Pople believe,that we cannot make better Goods than 


and a picce of Bread, while the Englify Workman has 
his Beef and his Pudding; this may be true: But Jet 
thefe Slanderers of their Country know, rhere is a great 
Difference between Working a Day, and doittg a DAYS 
WORK ; and that without boafiing of our own, the 
MERCATOR undertakes to fay, that tho’ other 
People ‘vill Work a Day for lefs Moncy than the 
Engliih ; yet no Nation in the World will do SG 
MUCH WORK in a Day as the Englith, or do that 
Work fo well; and the MERCATOR, to avoid being 
fuppofed to be partial in favour of his own Country,ap- 
peals for the Truth of. it to the very Foreivners them- 
felves,who live among us; and let them {peak Imparti- 
ally of ic: Let the’ Work be of what kind foever, whe- 
ther it requires Speed, or Slight, or Strength, it thall 
hold good in them all, Cunning and Knavery excepted ; 
and therein we will yield to many of our Neighbours, 
ler them be French, or Dutch, or what you pleafe. 

‘The MERCATOR hopes the Reader will bear 
with him, that he isa little moved to fee Men give up 
the Effential Advantages of the Englifh Nation in 
Trade, in order to gain an Argument in favour of .a 


. Party; and this Argument grounded too upon an 


Error in Faé ; whereas therefore this Matter is fuch,as 
ought to be either proved, or not. publickly faid ; 
the MERCATOR claims, that they fhould prove it 
by fuch yin prey a thing fo capable of proof may 
and ought to be prov‘d by; or elfe leaves it to Judgment, 
whether the Trading People of England ought not to 
Dignify and Diftinguifh them by fome fuch Titles as the 
late Guardian has given to the Examiner. 

What thefe People aim at, it is hard to fay: But for 
Englifhmen to publifh,that they cannot make their 
Woollen Manufactures fo well as the French, is like a 
Man calling his Mother a Whore, which firft may be 
falfe ; and fecondly, if it was true, of all People he 
ought not to be the Man,that fhould fay ic: But thefe 
Men will even ler down their own Breeches to their 
Enemies, if they can but carry on their Hellith Rage 
againft one another. | 

It fhall be the MERC ATOR’s Bufinefs now to 
prove, that our Manufa¢tures want nothing to {pread 
them all over France, even to the Ruine of the French 
Manufactures themfelves, but the taking off their high 
Duties there ; and that this being done by the Treaty 
of Commerce now made, if thar Treaty may take 
place, a larger Quantity of our Woollen Manufactures 
will be Exported to France,than ever were before; and 
if this be proved, it is believed, no Body will Queftion 
whether the Treaty ought to be made Effeftual or no. ; 
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| That they may work a Day for lefs Money than an 
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